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Script  
Listening
F: Today we’re talking to Dylan Campbell.  At only sixteen, Dylan’s already appeared in two movies, and his new film, Like Lightning, is out next week. Welcome, Dylan.  How did you get into acting in the first place?
M: Well, when I was eleven, I joined the drama group at school.  Our teacher was an actress herself and she’s really helped me with my acting skills. Then about three years ago, one of the other boys in the group appeared in a couple of movies, and he told me all about the people he’d worked with and all the great things they did.  It sounded amazing and I thought: ‘I wouldn’t mind doing that’.  That’s where it started really.
F: How do your parents feel about you being an actor?
M: At first, they were concerned about how I’d react if I didn’t get offered any parts.  But they’ve been very supportive – they’ve spent lots of time taking me to auditions and film sets.  I’ve managed to keep up with my school work, which has been reassuring for them, and I think they’re proud of what I’ve achieved. Also, it’s nice for them to know I’ve discovered something that’s really for me, though at the same time they realise that teenage actors don’t always have successful adult careers
F: What was your first audition like?
M: It was for a film called Time Away.  They needed a teenager for a small acting part, but that was all I knew about it.  I read out a few lines from a script they gave me.  At the time I had no idea if the way I read that script was what they were looking for. That was the really stressful bit of the audition for me.  Anyway, there seemed to be lots of other teenagers I’d never met before, competing for the same part – but they still gave it to me!
F: Time Away was your first experience of film-making.  Did you enjoy it?
M: Oh, yeah.  It was a comedy set in a holiday camp.  I wasn’t in many scenes, and I didn’t say much, but I must’ve been OK because afterwards some of the cast told me I’d done a good job with the comedy aspect of the role – though I’m not sure why they thought that.  All the people on the set were very nice and helpful, and it was fascinating to see how some of the experienced actors worked.
F: Tell me about your most recent film, Like Lighting.
M: Sure.  You might’ve seen a movie called The Switch – about an ordinary teenager who meets a top basketball player by chance, swaps places with him, turns into an amazing basketball player and becomes famous – which is where his problems begin.  It’s a great film for older teenagers.  Our film, Like Lightning, takes a similar idea and applies it to football.  It’s more of a family movie with wider appeal, but it also looks at how we’ve become obsessed with celebrity, and the troubles it can bring.
F: What was it like to work with Mark Sentini, the director of this film?
M: He’s a great director, so it was a fantastic opportunity for me.  He’s very demanding.  He got me to say the same line more than thirty times before it sounded right to him. Most directors don’t go that far but Sentini does it with every actor.  It’s time consuming, and means the filming starts early in the morning and ends late at night. Long days are common in filmmaking though.
F: What advice would you give other young actors?
M: Don’t feel bad if you can’t act as well as some movie star who’s been around for years. In fact, I’d avoid paying a lot of attention to top actors, and just concentrate on getting as much acting work as you can. Take every part you’re offered no matter how small.  You’ll improve by adding to your experience in this way. And one thing I’ve discovered about being a busy actor is that it helps you stay fit without you having to do any additional exercise.
F: Dylan Campbell, thanks.
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